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51 Albans sounds a holy plico. s very name
is o chullensge. I s o reminder that its citbzens
would seek 1o da the will of God thmoughol
their lives, The present publication records a
brief silver link with the hisiory of man's
response o God's love

Thi St Albans stoey (s u rdmarkable history,
of which the people of 51 Albans can be jusily
proud. 10 s a true stary of poople like vou and
me who underwent great hardships and
rosponded 10 great demands 10 make this
parish of the Sacred Heirt such a strong
community of faith, hope and love

However, il s also in the procoss of growih
The opening of the new chwrch this yoar is bl
anothir step forwand, The gloey of the pasl
gives us courage and conflidence o siep
forward into the fuluoe

May God continue o bless thal entorprise

His Griace Archhishop Little

Introduction

This booklel is i mack the opening of our new
church in 51 Albans — our parish Mass centre
it [alls into theew sections. the past. the presoni
and thi futunn.

i & good, while we are celebrating ouf
gchiovements, o remember and give thanks for
the greal people who went befors us, | am
thinking especially of Fr Rels, the priests, the
sinters. Frod Barmard, Gerald Kennedy and
Dan Gavaghan, and all the poople who took
pari im the early days of 5t Albans parish
There were lhe newoomers (many of them
niwly  arrives]  mibgrants) and the original
famillen from the time 50 Albans was a rural
ares: all of us here now have much to thank
thess people for

Thir past contains pain anid failure as well as
joy and achiovemont. Because poople were able
o grow through thelr Taillures, we are in the
position woe are in ioday

Momories are precious. There are many
slories in 51 Albans — maybe more than most
places — and all those separate slories are
woven  together o the story of our parish
lamily. By remombering our past and white we
have come from. we help 1o lind pur place in
the prosent, and 1o lve the preseal more folly
Through memory, wo can learn and fake io
heart the lessons of the past When we
remembor, we realige how much we have to
give thanks for. In memory wo become pware
of God's action in our life sivries, of his oare
gnd his proesence  (partioularly  in those
siluations  thal  seemed most dark  and
dangerous al the Hime)

How can we give thanks for what has
happened in St Albans, unless we siop and
remember und realizge just what has happened?
How cun we [lind our way in the future, if we
don't know whero we hive comes [rom? How
cin wet trusl Gesd now and in the futuee, iF we
never stop o become aware of his love and
coneern in the pasi? So guite a fow of the
following pages are given o semembering the
peint




Right now in the presenl we have many now
things o be gratiful for. Poople have become
ok AWware ol |.ur|.!-||. CORET ML ey iy wirmmiend
The tremondous generosity of time and money
o bslld the new church and reoovate the old
shows this community invelvemenl. We priesis
Appreciate the executive the 1|1'|||:|!' Ve us 1o
ovierses  the bullding of the church: Dan
Cavaghan {Prenidenty, lohn Eonnody
{Secrotary), Mark Zitterschlager (Treasuror)
and Robert Shoen for logal adyvice, We thank
these mon for their support, leadership and
il vice

We wanl to thank alse the various
committees, psprcially the Works Commities
under the lpadership of Frank Leéckie, and also
ithir Finance, Social, Mothers' Club and Fund
Ralzing Committess. We are grateful to Terry
Motchon and Anfon Utni for their sense of
dedication in supervising the building singm 0 Ch o e et Mtk T e
Fred Barpnard's illness

Whon the firsi ¢hurch In 5t Albhans was
oprned, in 18534, Fr Hols s

Hiere In 51 Albans we ane bBothersd and
wartied by the earthly problems of
constructing and paving for our chuech
buildings, the figures af the City of God, but
wo must lift up our oyos and our hearts and
s ahove all the true City of God. thal
community of people united in the love ial
Christ and in the love of one another

Wa still have the same lask ahedd ol us, to
croate thal community of lova i

= i il

e Slaogur asa Fi Reilly

As Christians we don’t only remember the
piory of our own lives and our own parish. We
remembee. in the Excharist, Christ and hin way
of life and his challenge 10 us, Through the
Euchirist in our Parish Family, we kaow we'll
be given the conviction to make dur dreams ol
the foturs come broe

it has fallen to us. Fr O'Reilly and Fr Denis
o ba involved in the leadership of St Albans
parish at this milestone in its bistory

W wre gratelul lor the opportunity o servi




St. Albansin
thg €arly Days

| drvived in 51 Albans in
18268 when my Dad brought us here. The [t
Catholl religlon 1o come (o 51 Allans was (he
Sunday School on the corner of Fox and
Afrvida Stroets in the house run by two sisters
ihe Hecks. They had o big house with quite a
hig shed of the back. Thore are two womoen still
living in 51 Albans who usod 1o run the Sunday
School. Their malden names were Mary and
Elsa Sigin. Mary Sivin's name is now Mm

| wan leorm in 1G2S,

Smith. Elsa Stein marviedd Ernle Fry. Thiry
tsught us Sunday School in the shed ol Beck's
place. | can romember |ackin Douglas, Ednu
Power, Phil Rowan and the Saloebis

Mass was al Sunshine at 11 o'clock, To go 1o
Masas wi had to catch a train af 10 o'clock. Then
wir used o walk home anless somisone came
along Mr Rowan had & car, and later, Mr
Goavaghan came along. He had a borse and

jinker and we used o gl o ride

Round about 189394 of
marnithiy

35 we atarted o gol o

Mase in 5t Albans in the ald

Imstitute. We osed 1w have
there, from piclures 0 Mass
Confessions wiere hiald behind a partition in the
froni of the hall belore Mass, We'd all arrive
aboul guarter of an hour before Muss was dee
io start and we'd be looking lor Fr Feanessy o
come on his motor hike from Sunshine Then
he'd go ln and hesr confessions. Aller Fr
Fonnossy wos Fr Hyder, and in between was o
Maltese priest Fr Chanter

Mrs Stein used to look after the church, wash
the vostments and all those things. Lator, Dolis
Cavaghan (ook over thal jok

Mochancis
everything

St Clare and Sr Marle used o come from
Sunshine. They were the first sistors who came
to 51 Albans, 5r Marie was the head sister al
Sunshine. That was aboutl 1030:40. They ran a
Sunday School

Fr Ryder got sick and | can still remombaer
the day that Fr Reis came, He was pul up by
Mes Stoedman at the Deer Park Hotel, He stood
i and he siald, T'm your new Parish Priest, My
neme is Reis but iU's spelt like Rice, So you can
please yoursell how you take it.” We all stood
and cheered and clapped. Those davs it was
sl one ks h.lll“l'l.:l, place, & little church

joe Farrugia

The il ol % Adbadss Porwh THYS




Gorard Keanedy wias a groal man. He had a
viery good influence on many poople. especially
the children who wenl through the school He
was hoadmaster of 51 Albans Confral School
For many migrints Gerard Kennedy was the
first roal Australian they had anything 1o do
with.

He was & very decent Christion man. He had
very sound judgement and | relied greatly on
his judgemenl and advice: He always, very
mrafully, kept out of the lime-light

Fr Heis

When we first came here, Easter 1938, there
wiis ust & hall. We used o have Mass in the
hall, snd the priest used 10 come from Sunbury
There wiene two o three shops and the railway
station. and paddocks,

Beforn 51 Albans was made & parish. a
separate parish, we were tied fo Sunshine, A
group ol us went down lo Sunshine one night
and tried to get the parish there fo buay blocks of
land in 51 Albans for m church, They were
eighty pounids a block then, They hanted us oul
af the plaoe.

Tom Hewin

We didn 't heve any made roads. Tt was all mid.
Thiste was o eleciricily. When we wenl o
work we used to leave all our muddy boots
underneath the seal on the station and change
our shoes on the train. We'd leave the hoots
and they'd stll be thers when wa got homae
There ware no rosds or footpaths at &ll and the
dmins were all opizn:

Maureen Leckic

We came [irst (o 81 Albane from Brunswick in
1934, We had three children. My wife thooght
Brunswick was too congested and we'd gel out
a bit. Each place we looked, we went o the
church and we said a prayver for guidance. Wa
found a place out here that suited us periectly
— & weatherboard house. a litte land. a fow
cows, 400 hens and a pony and spring carl, T
ws lold there was Mass in the Mechanics Hall
avery Sunday. The very day after we moved in
was Sundsy, but when we turnod up, the Hall
wis closed. We drove down to Sunshine in the
spring cart and found that Mass in 51 Albans
wiai only ance a yoar!

Fhe pivsimimis in s o Thi il ed Rainirs of % Kl 1w ¥ lier Me
A [ Pedley & seuncllii @ Leile sl foaglees Skies Messd
Wripfihe er Baer moa Lete i wdd b e Kl W Shesaan B ghit A
AT gl ek pp ssdnas Saeps o) Puly R b oo hare il R desfs
& JhinE (e

Wilai 1hie il besghil We lomd ihai sie|eded ogihibs i) wes g8 Ll
iertrtvdied i penll e (Bt ol B g | moew o eery el perpaii B owad
Froul Rwimad] wlei delaisml § ssnil siisgh G0 i
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Every Sunday we went to Sunshine in the
pony and spring carl. Fi wik ther
first wnd then Fr Ryder came. He said
try to help and asked me to find owt how many
Catholic lamilies there found four or

five [amilies. | was agitsling for Mass svery

ER R essy

wooi b
were. |

Sunday
My daughtors Mary and Delia wsed to [ix up

ihe altar for the priestito come. Fr Gllhooley

wid al Trentham and he wsod MO come up

In 1952 1 went down to Quesnscliflf with my
family. On the way | was reading th
paper and | saw that His Grace, Archhishop
Mannix, was staying ot Queensliff, and it was
his ##th hirthday, The Ffirst thing wie did adber
wi armivied was 1o gpo and find the church and
pay @ visil thore outside |
happened to seo His Grace on the verandah of
the presbyiery and was
sieadght at me. and it was his birthday

down

When we camp

bicause ke loaking
I wenl
dp and apoke o him

Wi talked of sevoral things, and he sand
your own parish thee
often ihought of that

¥ o

willl have biloprd  lao

long’. 've

Dan Gavaghan

| romember how featureless thie place was. Lin
thie first parish

oM o
bBungalows

wanl {rom back
bk Everyone Lived o
There ware no oumbers and no

fences. i seomed o be an ares of wdenticel and

visllnlion wir

I!Illlr

danonymous houses, Dine [Eriiest frlend sald o
slum in the [alure |

T hiese F'||'|:||1lr- wan 't seittle

will he a
It won | ba

me. “This
thought
for hat

Fr Heis
al Sunshine when |

FroHeriol was the curati

came. He wisd (o plde down on his push-bike o

celehrale Mass al the pictare theatrs |
memember the seats  were  those [lig bk
pictare-theatre soats. Somelimes whon you &l

down there was no seat there

Br Francis

My mather used w eollect the block collection
Sha staried il off. Then | used 1o holp hor. Then
later, when | was about ton or eliven my Dwin
brother and [ would go all over 51 Albans
enllecting two shillings [rom people. Wa used o
go i the horse and jinker

Frunk

Lok



1954 1% meemy Jropr @kl Arck vbep Mamwo, swrwsi

TThe |l|.l|ll: wis all hammenng amd banging ai
the weekend, You went o bid Saturday nighi
nd when  youl Sunday

sameans had boilt @ shack next door o you

wiokis up i e LB

Terrvy Mochon

The Kingdom of God is like
a mustard seed . . . the smallest of
all seeds. But when it is
grown it becomes a tree and the
birds of the air come and
shelrer in ity branches.

: Matthew §131-32

When people look back on their lives
has been there all the way through.
though we are often not aware of it.

E 3 A Y el

Migrati
to Australia

| come from UKroinmg |
during the war, Adter the war wi

come o b new counlty beciuse we didn't want

Was imn ‘-1']|'|1|_I-|_-|:|.

decidod 1o

@i hack 1o = Ry with a Communish
regime. ' We hoad o choice of America, Canada
ind some othor placos. Australia was - my
choloe. | came i 1848 'We had one daughior
and s=on and there wis anolher child on the
way, She wias born three months after coming
fo Ausirialia
and then in 1963 1
camit hore o 51 Albans. My daughier woni o
Mt Lolty Catholie School in Adelaide. When w
came bere there was no Catholic school and |
sendl her o Sunshine. She was one year thorne
bufore she started school at 51 Albans Catholk
ol

When [ came o 51 Albans ihey had  just
stifted bBullding. | didnt know many peopl
here. | mat Tom Hewiil's boys, Doan Goavaghan
Darcy Smith and Charlle Farrugia, We woen
viery happy W have found something

I came [irs) o Adelaide

| remaomber the (il Mass alter the siar of
ihe church. There was no rool, no foor

Fr Rels was very good (o us, He would spreak
i mbgrants. 'We didn understand one word of
English. but Fr Reis tricd with ws, the best he
could. He visited our hooses, cameo (o ws ot all
thmess. He was Trlendlyv 1o dus

We didn't have a penny 0 oul pockel when
wir came here. We started work, and we were
working very hard. shilt work
al Olympic Tyre, overfime always. We baughi
the block of land. ! paid two hundred pounds
lor my hlock of land bocause there were roads
glready made and there was waler loid on. 1
shirted buldding my house, putting up the Dme
and the roof, and weatherboards around, We
finiwhod a couple of moms with plasier and a
floor, We were living in that for years and
years: Wi had no stove, we were conling of a
We hod ne bath. |
and wo

| wan working

IIn.l'III'l"'-I'I'II" primus  siove

broughl from Ewrops sn iron bath




witre boiling waler in the coppor and washing
W had to be carelul the petghbours
coulidn't sie
anyihing

Tho milkman wsed 1o go through, not on tha

it way

hecause there was no fenod or

road, bl straight  through  the
bhotwoen the houses. | remember [ wais digging
ithe garden ai the (ool growing cabbages. They
wore greal big cibbagies. Not one cabbage did
wi gol, The cows came and ate theem . The lot! |
wirnt to the farmer and argued with him — the
best | could with the little Eaglish | had — and
he said o me, ‘Put o fence if you like', And
that's all | could do nothing

We wire very hard working people in thoss
times, the people coming inio 5L Albans. Wa
were working ol work, working ol home, and
Fr Reis wos calling us to work al the church,
anid we working there

paddocks

whiere
Hill Bazalok
| camé Trom Poland, but | was in Germany in

s bl

Albor

the war, & prisoner. The Germans ook

work in Germany, | was there four years

Cerrmany | was im o camp, an Adl Nations camp
a Tow vears 1||':1|||v slartod o emigrate

Afler

ﬂ-%m' is the only place in the
ﬁu gr Victoria where so many

)%‘ H' ghty ﬁmﬂi:fﬂ Iﬂw

fo what ir is now.
m Utrs

Most prople wanied o go 1o Amorica Braxzil
places like thai, We thought we might be able o
Poland, In the meantime s big
Australia

po hack o

cmigralion came o

We came o Augstralin in 1950 and went
siralghl to Bonegills Camp. We gol 0 Bonegilla
hefore Christmas and staved in the camp aboul
th pivi Aler that we wenl o the
Employment Office and got a job. We got food
and ton shillings unemployment allowance in

wittks

the camp It was very good for us | was
working in Shepparton fruit picking | was
r}“-rl' Hix u1'|'hn i :hu rrun aegson. Thon | wen!
i Werriboe Metropalitan Board of Warks

I"llall:lb I Wl |h.l\.'ll" nltliJ‘UI IH'J !.l'ﬂl"'!

In the meantime, 18963 or the start of 1054, |
bought a block of land in 51 Albans near the
station and [ started 1o build my house. | started
my house from three rooms and now | have o
vary nice house. We have everything now. We
had one child when we came and one child
born in Somers Camp. I'm here in

Australia 27 years now

Wik
Pater Sroka

| was 18 when | came to Australia in 1850, |
grew up in Yugoslavia Before that | was in a
Displaced Persons camp in Ausirla for four
yuurk, Io the camp there was [ear and
uncerainty. We didn't know what the [uturs
held for us and there was always the danger of
being senl back W our own countries which
wiern under Communist rogimes




For us kids there was not much schoal
wins dbarid form two of thfes bl We s

build our own school by rebuilding a barcacks
Mhere was very little heating. o Aulumn we
pnicd all go and gather pine copes fram the

1

forests o wse Tor healifg 6 winlor

We lived on simrvation rablons. We asid o
have & cup of colfee for breakfast and a slicee of
bread, For lunch them was soup — thai wis
walivg with a lin potaln oF 4 Jivw dtrands ol
madaruni of hits af moni. Nothing much salkl

For tra we had ooffee and a shoe of beead
Somatimies thered'd be o IMlle Deh on 0 o
wrmeElthing

]

On Sunday we would gol a little cubo af

buiteer on our bread — aboutl half an inch
o bl I-'ru|||1- wotdld all sl down woeethor and
gat that beoad und drink that coffee as il @ was
a sacred meal or 4 special feasd

Poople used o work [or the farmers around
fhie area. Muiny of the hushands and sans waen
killed or losi in ihe war, s0 the woamen Wi
rving o run ithe [arms by thomselves. They
wiitld pay 4 bag of potatoes for o week s wiork
ar somi: olher pavment of food. Monoy was
worth nolhing

Fhere was & falr amount of happiness i ihe
amp. Religiously i was greal. People lived Hk
thie warly Christlans: sharing helping oach
uithat with no vy or pealoudsy Feaple &
physical hoalth was very gomd. You couldn' get
i drink or a smoke. Mental bhealth wis very
gl Lo

When wn come o Austrolin. mos] pioph
wete looking for security. We wanted sufllchent
food, & belter standar
have proper clothes Fromdom was also

| ol living. We wanted (b

somothing we wanied aller being n camps
whiere we webe restrictod o a one mile radios
from the camp. of maybe no movement af all
like @ prisonot
I learnt lots of things from the whole war and
migration exporience. | remombser e oo
operation and sharing and bhelping vach other
The absence of malerial goods in many ways
mmale s beller persons, |1 made me realise thit
-.|:--|-|.u'|'.|||||rl and '\h-II‘JhH Are more  impaortant
than materal goods
Mark Littenichlage




Fr HReis had a greal depth of spiritoality. His
understunding of the migrant people wis othor

warldly. It grew out of his spirituality. He hod a
greal devolion o the Mass and Our Lady which

cartied him throdgh. Ho always worked 1o
unite the nationalities. He talked af ‘our peoplo
— my poople’. while he encouraged peoplo o
remember and keep up thelr national days and
rusioms. The migrmnt chaplains wera always
welcome and blessing the Easior (oods was
very important to poople,

Sr Francis

ASSISTANT PASTORS

To the Priosts who through their service and
dedication have bulll up the Family of Gad —
thié real "Temple of the living God® — in Si
Albans, wo say thank youw. We stand on 'ihe
shoulders of those who went before anid what
has beon achicved now is o resull of the
loundations lmid by the dedicated team ol
priests who have served the Parish

Augusting Sheohan

Leo Pascoe Barry Tobin
fithn Nicholson Anthony Guilon
Val Noonw Blophen Sas

Leo Gilfedder
Juhn O Roilly
Brian MecMahon

John Van Suylen
Denis Minogue
Desmond Panton

id

The First Church

The lirst church was built by veluntary labour
under the direction ol Jim Fraecer, who wan g
builder from Sunshine We were a small parish
then. The newly arrived migrants did « lot of
the waork, The church was made of poured
roncrele. Jim Frazer used to leave instruclions
of whot was 1o be done and the weork beims
would work alter their ordinary work and w
wirchonds. To see the lramewark grow roeally
impronsed  on me  the delorminstion the
parishioners had at that ume

The personality of Fr Reis had a ol 1o do
with il. He was aiill yvoung. He had b
oxporricncr with men in the war years. He had
trismendous spirit and he fostered this among
other people

Dan Govaghian

On the fest day we had Mass in the charch
inatvad of the Mechanics Hall, wo marchid in
procrasion Trom the hall 1o the church, Fr Rois
currivd  the Hlessed Sacrameni and we had
Bomediction, with 4 big overfllow of peoply out
in the grounds
n Gosd Fridays the big crosses wors
always pliced outside in the groands and then
wir made the Stations of the Cross ina big open
air procession. Bob Mlewskl did a ot of waerk
seifing up the crossom
Dave Rowan

We used to go o all these unmade streots and
knock on every door fo find out i they wore
Catholics or not. Afllerwards Fr Rels would be
ankle deep in the slimy mud from the drains
Fr Reis called it the casy way ol laking the
census, Thal was hecause in mos! parishes the
consud was tikon by the priest alone. But here,
wie shared the job, When we met a Catholic
family we would ask would they like the priest
to call, When Fr Reis called he would always
bloss the family. Al the same timo he woold
starl o got 0 know the family.

Dawve Howan




Blessing the Tamily was a |:u":|.-F.| an  cipsborm
cerlainly 1w F:u!'-ljl.nl i Poldafd and i
Ukrains. | don't know aboul Gormany. |1 was
something that meant g lof o MNow Ausiralians
J|.|'|I|fi| T "hlrl',; }'n.'l”'ll'l' ol bl 1|'| al meant a lid o s
waos hleasing loowd for Easler. New Australuins
il o come on Emiter Saburday. Now
avierybody comes, Australiaons boo, and s

s Tood Blissed for Eais i

Hill Eazaluk

Al the Easier Uelobmmlons afne your wo wier
haviag the Stalions of the Cross outside. Wi
had i ViErL secigals ba ke boad wisleed ol
loudspeakers and miprophones sal 1]
oy ey w e e |||| i |||||r LA TRS |".|II-.||| n the vad
anid Fr Rels was coming (o the vital pard of th
L TN § [Daww Ruwsn HRTRERETE o T
microphons was luried oll in the church and
all ol a sudden we heard his vice ampd il ied
owield the microphone singing. Il | could sing
lilki |:||.:I.|.c

L Caabwinsihan

Mrs Leckin was the DLirst lady who asod o dio
the bluck collection. She used to de it all g her
ot Later i was divided up. | remoember | had
thiree of four streets 1o do and | ssed to collect
on Sundayve alier Mass |8 was o very senull
collection, 30 conts. 40 conis. I you ROl one
dollar, thal was big money, Cne time | broughi
home (hifly pounds. Fr Rels sakil, "Oh, that's a
g wisllect o

Pisber Sroka

I Fa




The Sisters,
the School

wmantedl Hearl Sehiosicsl EEES mitel (i Firlirudry 195%4
Wit an nrolment il TRy chuileds 1 i1l q
lagarodme. | @rew fagiddiy

1955 enrolmen 150, 3 pivw classrooms
biass roqaims

19568 efralmenl 650, 2 Aew
1657 enrmlmeni 8BGO, 4 now
I ha DisicTs S I"'ll ||:". e Il LLUIEL TR

[N ialers Franocem., Clar

pnard and Margarel Sr M R

&I
losephine, L
ind sr M

Fhiv wiely lay ieachors wene Mo Llark, Mea
Hiock, Nrs O Sullivar AMiss M. Gavaghan, M

(V' Hrien, K, (UYV'Shannesay. 11 Li | LClavaolia. M

Varmer, M

Mahony
Thie ourly s

Maro, Mirs
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The Siat pliaved jin enormous par thi
.|||.-.i |"- [} 0 TR R Rk ] FETTAWES I im

W il thie i whhe they g i g
did o groal deal to build up the family concep
il the parish niol only through 1the conlac
T hildrin i skl bl | 1-T51, il B sl
vilhh el hey were dlwaye A5
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Religious Vocalions Irom 51 Albans

ar Benedicta Smolarek
Sr Teresa Smolarek
I Sr Bernadoie Smolarck
Sr .'-.1.|||1_nr Joseph Mathysen
S Helen Kennedy
Sr Mary Aiterschlager
Sr Marv Rowan
Sr Mary Gavaghan
Sr Mary Hewiill
Br lohanna Pleban
Fr Victor Farrugia

Fr Joe Gambin
Br George Hewitl

My Lirst sight of S0 Albans wiis on Janoary 25
this Foust of 51 Paul. 1054, Fr Reis look odr
Provincial., 5 Adran, and me owl b s8e e
[+ [ERY &i !'.1|||| ."|.|. W [HLLY TR f||'|_|| o raele
|.|..||||. Flid |!|-||. . Wihdhowk o |i|.||'\.|'. .|I1|! I|-|.|‘|||l|I|
wWoins iluie o wfien N jusl & wistk or o I was thi
hottost Junuary day. about 105", Fr Rels was
VT proud ol b school. My head ||.'|:-F||l-'|'l iy
gergn. Mul Foller gave g week's eulra holidsy
and by the lme we slarled we had doore and
windovws, byl ne chairs. We had an enrolmeni
al 165 childom, and i50 were MNow Auasiralians

I haid sever faught migrant children bofon:
bui the chibdron wore so eager to o bearn, W
used] dippa piciros und actions. Necessily was
thie ovother of iavention 8 seemsd o work
wicll, 5S¢ Thisresa Clare was very palionl and
oy @oind. Fr Bioss wised W odeive us to and Trom
the tram each day until the convent was
L kli arvitl weir had aur mbkd-day moeal in tha
preshyliney

T hi F1.|;|'\-\,|‘|.||rh rs gave us tremencaos hr'li; 1
remember particalarly the Gavaghans, Rowans

Barmards, Hewlis, O Brcins and Leckies Hal

there werne many oibiers
SF Frincs
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We thank all the sisters who have
worked in and shared their lives with, St Albans.
May yvour harvest be fruitful in this life and
your joy complete in the life to come

Frugiis Scunbon
Toremda Clary
Muro Tynan
Hanil Chiapinnl — RLP
Jomephine Keary — RLP
Patricin Cowlihan | Looward )
Mapgaret Crogler (ARns)
Bernardinm Cadimatiie

Wlary Juhn Forsiin

Ellens Musserd] §Cerard)

Joan Gowey | Eugoinius)
Anlred Woiss

Fursity Carplag — RLP
Hilary Hull

Shsila jonkina | Chatles)
Metlitus Delabenity

Exmard (' Donnell

Kinnia Carlin — KL

Mary MoAndle (Geranding)
Verona Fianegin

Markan Juseph Clemenis — RLP
Raymuml Howley

Agnes Thervae Hickey
Assunis Noowan

Romalie Corrigan |(Camillus)
Kalbloon Maolan | Fronis)
Petor Julian Eillan

Urwala Baell

Mantes Cabill (Michael)
Lucia Flannagan

Mary Thisrese Ryan

Anne Pandy

Vondriming Puutii {Lucetta)
joyuie Southern |Hedo)

Afne Thivess Baricls
Maurnen  Lomar

Patricia Lealy |Rosard)
Pairicia Williams (Jorome)
Vigrmand Carmal] — RIP
Philomona Hogan

Edmund Murphy

Annuniata Hogsn — LILP
Carmolita Hannan

Eligabeth Donovan | Dermati)
Bernard Sahor

Ciortrude Muboney
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Sheils Moss

Edeon MicHuagh (K Tino )
Duroiby  Youngman
Luke Cahill — RLP
Lo MoFaeland
Christine Scannsll
Eligabeit O Donnoli (Edmund |
!'.!i:nph.- Hal

Sara Lambaort
Vema Curry

Ita Krnnedy
Patriitin M akiey
joan Hamilion
Andre Mckay
Ellon Lane
Emilian CGroelish
facints Van Dillin
Muinbia Milnet
Therrese LJuinn
TMma MoNamars
Pratrjcin Roberteon
Eucharia Reddon
Mary Fermia
Allern Shanahan
Patricia 'Woolfo
Coline Fitagerahi
Jarnas Watt
Giovannl Millins
Cermaine Curry
Elizabuih Kirby
Manrenn Kelly
Juishatly Carlsan
Migslalien Cerragaty
Clare Schlite
Mariin  Boalger
larbars Connoily
Patricia Kenny — RIP
Julia Finucane
Desmin: Foley
lewne L) Shiea
Framers MoGuire
Mary Dwyer

Anne Healy

Moy Unthank
Margamd Brown
Kathleen D 'Comnor




Sr Fruncls and Sr Clare come oul from
Foolscray to start the first clisses here. They
used to come out by traln each day until the
earller convenl was ready, I was aboul 12
months later that they formed the first mothers
club, which was whin | had closer contact with
the sichool

I remember Sr Francis so plainly on ihe day
of the first fete. Someone hed sent o pair of
(alive!) n o bag She wis
struggling o confrol the roosiers as she gol
them oul and she was scarlet in the face from
the offort. As | came pasl. she looked up and
caught my eye, and she said: ‘Mrs Freoland
people are jusi =0 kind

VOurng roosiears

Sr Clare also was a lerrilic one to help star
hiad some very
big classes. | cidn’t think that vou could feach
thirm much in those conditions. But really the
things they did teach those children in those
fiest years waz remarkable

oll 1he gchiogl | remember she

Sr Josephine wsed o fake the girls o
hasketball, Her sense of File play was fereifl
Wiek aler week zhe ook those childien lo

baskiriball and they didnt win a8 thing |

romembrer the day thoy came bock and they had

won a match, we could hear them cheering
from the bus as it drove along Arthur Stoeet.
ack mald to me. “The kids have had a win
tpday.” and sure enough they had. S¢ Josephing
used 1o say 1o them, “Just play your hacdest, 11's
st as importint to lose well as o is to win” |
know my children, who were among those [irsi
basketball playvers, still remembar her with
allecibon

Juck took the baskethall girls jo basketball. no
matier where thoy wire playing. woeek in and
week oul during the baskethall season. He'd
wiall, and he'd cheoer them on a bif, and he'd
tuke a bit of sticking plaster for skinned knees
and he'd drive them all home afterwards. 1t
miust have been porhaps seven viears befors
they linally won the Promiership. Al that 1ime
Jack was in poor health and had given up
driving thom. The girl who was captain of the
team camo along and gave him the pennant

Thai was one of the biggesi thrills of his life
They also made him a life méember of the
Sacred Hearl Girls Basketball Team, He's still
got the pennant

Mri Freoland

e sBlldorn @ e hrrgrespd ssp el & jpeSalan Emnmge




The Ugly Man

‘The greatest thing that hit St Albans was the
Ugly Man competition. That made St Albans. Ii
was Fr Rels” idea. Sunshine had o popular girl
compatition. Fr Hels sald thal would creale
dissension smong the parishioners. So he said
Why not have the mon, and we'll call it an Ugly
Man Competition? So that's how it started

The competition wsed o run for shout six
works: We would have teams (the biggest
number of leams i @ year wad aboul [ive)
(wer the six weeks, the person whose feam
mised the mos! money was the Ugly Man. Mr
Hewitt made the crown out of Foster's cans
and the kids [they're grown men now ol
course] made the camel we used o rlide round
on. I ran for about five years.

Dan Gavaghan, Jor Farrugis and Tom Hewitl

It was a cane of caising monoy by [air means or
foul. Onee we rafllod a dinnet, a leg of lamb,
vegelables, the lol. We took it over to the pub
and sold all the tickets, When we rallled i one
of us selling the tickets won it. Wao thought, "We
cun’t do that W'l rafTle it again”. So we raffled
it again and a Catholic parishioner from Keilor
won (| and be donated i1 back to ua! 5o wi took
it back o my place and the same dinner got
fiiffled again

Joe Farrugia

Jack was the original Ugly Man of 5t Albans.
He was (he winner of the first Ugly Man
competition. We've still gol the key that the
parish prosented to him — the key 1o 5t Albans
Mr Hewitl made the crown oul of boer cons
and thal wis how every Ugly Man competition
was wan. On the beer cans
I don’t think there was any way of raising
funds that wasn™ tried in Those earlier years.
It's surprising the pleasure you get oul of it as a
group of people. IU's not all hard work
Mrs Freeland

L1}

We used o run New Australlan Dances on
Sunday nights. | romember being on the door
Wo weren't used to the way Europeans lalk
with thelr hands, We don'l nolice it now. Bul
when they came [irst and thers wis & crowd in
iber hall, you'd swear there was going o be &
blue. Two or threo times voii'd walk down and
find they weren't having a blue at all, they were
gl having a talk

Tom Hewill and Dave Rowan

At the Opening Ball, before the opening of
the church, we had 800 people Trom all over
Melbourne. There's never been o turn before
or since a8 big as that The hall was choc-u-
block. 11 was o mally good night We talked
abisut il Tor years allet

Din Gavaghan

Thaa 1 & r.]|.||,u ul My segetiad Lgly Sas somgeldien [hin Labaghan 18
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Fred Barnard

Fred Barpard was born in Adam  Sireel
Hondige He wenl o school around Koondrook
ard Barham. He did his appronticeship ai
MekKave in Suashioe which b now Massey.
Forguson, He helped to supervise the building
ol the present church whisn Jim Fruzer was the
contractor. After that he becams the builder
around the parish

He wis very aware of the world ol nature
He loved irees. He know where (he rocks ran
gndergeound because b was so Mterosted and
e would notice and remember and piece
togethor all the information he could,

He had his own viiry strong sense of values
For exampli, while he would go back and do
somithing for sameone who had taken him
down, he would warn me about falling o the
samo trap ho foll info. He used o always say to
mer, ‘When peapld build mansions and then
shut the world out, you don't trust that porson.’

The morming alter Fr Heis lefl, he came in o
sed mi, All he sald was “Well. | supposs | carry
of as asoal’ Alhough therd wes a lerrilic
friondship between him and Fr Reis, he could
pee beyond that

We express our thanks for his Jovalty, his
commitment. his sense of values. He know tha
thiare wis more (0 lile than money. Because he
had a proper sense of values, this pariah wis
built, He could have made a lot of money oul of

A V'

what he buili here Bot be did 1 lor very Ditle.
He was such a humble mun. His Tamily
accepled Fred's work for St Albans. They
shared and supporied his values. Kivin workod
here & ol (oo

Fr O'Reilly and Fr Denis

He never ok snyone down and ha buill many
many houses a1 cos! price. Fred's name and Fr
Kiix® are synonomous with 5t Albans. As Fr
Rpis said. ‘T've met mony men in my life, bot
none of them come up W the calibre of Fred
Barnard’

Kees Ligthar

The parish was his life. Money didn't mean
anything to him. He liked to be comfortable bul
he had no ambitions o be o milllosslre. He
troafed averybody Tair. 11 didn’t matter whao
they were or where they were [rom, they were
all treated the samo. He devotied bis life 10 1he
parish and his family — the things thal were
miosl important o him.

He sacrificed wonkend affer weskend
Virtually all his life he sacrificed. [t meant so
much to him. I's hard lo voderstand how
anyone can he so dedicated for so long

He had a relationship with Fr Reis that he
treasured very much. Ho was always a very
quint fellow. He didn't like o fuss. He liked (o
do his own thing snd nover looked for any
thanks ar any foss. Anything thot was his was
evietyone else's. He was never sellish with
anyibing He could never dunderstand anyone
plsp boing sellish aboul thoir life or what they

i Kevin Barnard

Fred ook over from [im Frager and built a lot
af the classrooms, He buill the copvent, He
rinavaled the old housy inlo a proshylery and
built the new classrooms on this side. He buoilt
81 Pauli. I's worth nobing that ne other
builder al all would have been propared 1o
bulld them for ithe cosi he buill them for, Also
he bocame the handyman amund  hers
Whenever something went wrong he was the
one who cameé and (ixed it, and that was while
he carried on his own business.

Dan Gavaghan
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A History of
St. Albans

1954

1855

1867

an

January. Si. Albans made a separate
parish (formerly it was part of
Sunshine parish) wilth Fr Con Reis as
Parish Priesy

August. Prosbytery buill and
oocupiod. Daily Mass bogan in St
Albans,

The Parish Centre. Church. Hall and
School was undor construction. The
concrote shell of this bailding was
pourcd by the voluntary work of
ahout 80 men of the parish. Thiy
complisted the initial part in 12 wioek-
s,

Christmas. Midnight Mass in the shell
of the new chuich,

Fubruary. The schoul opened undet
ihe care of the Sistors of 51 joseph
July, The convienl wais comploted and
poouphed,

August. The Hall was opened with a
ball for 800 poople

Detober. Archbishop Mannix (then
o years old] blessed and opened the
Church.

Theee new classrooms added to the
schoal.

Fr Shechan camoe from Ireland as
Assistani Priest

Two new classrooms adided.
Miore land purchased

The full restored Coremonies of
Holy Week were celebrated of
Eastor,

Four more classrooms completed.

The atart of the streots being made and
sealed

St Paul's Chureh, Ivanhos Avenie,
was bulilt, 1t I8 now East 51 Albans

Five new classrooms were built,

Holy Eucharisl Parish was established
wilth Fr Guelen as Parish Priesi

Fr Reis lefi 51 Albans in May, alter 20
years os Parish Priest

West 51 Albans was crealod as o
parish with Fr Corbett as Parish
Prieal

Kealba was established an a parish
with Fr Nink as Parish Priest

A Secondary Regional College was
pstablished in St Albans with Sr
Sylvia William of the Sisters of
Miercy as the {irst Principal

John Kennedy accepled the position
of lay principal of Sscred Heait
School (first lay-principal of the
schoal),

The plans for & new primary school
on the north side of Winifred Strest
wure confirmed with a grant of
£4716,000,00 fram the Schools
Commission.

In july the building of the Sacred
Heurt Church was starisd

May 7. Opening of the new Sacred
Heart Church by the Archbishop.
Bishop Little.



Vhin spinl n 5t Albans now s like this — Fred
tisinde  thi
bocame il

skl We'rs

contract on bul o e ProCrEs hx

Parishioners just stepped o and

guing e linish this {or the parish

Hul in o wry we're going o lnish this Tor Fred

] ]
Previously we wern perating wncer

To gel the new chueeh unider way we

dogided (o

Laonumcil
farm a Planning Committen which

cinms Eslingd (1] | & Executive L.oamm it

supporied by o number of sub-commiliees
ncluding ‘Works
Latechetical, F
This was formed in June 1976 and we
ind “dolng pr

nd icuind

Fund raising Social
nanco and Liturgy Commiilens
starlivg
WOk b

1
Platnning L EER RN

parinhionees viery clearly that wi

aeedied & church, and they wanied a church
Wi stirted a renewal of tha
Fr LV Rarilly

commener the

i §
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- . \ ihiis
nade three promises  ha )

church, the secondary rchoal
niw primary school, All throe projects
are under way

Dan Lavaghan

When thi .|| 'I‘l:.lli' wins buell

al work invelved and things were hard, But af

there was a lol

i heginning of 1878 0 was alio vory very hard
and crowdml, 'With the now schoals, renovating
the classrooms. the hall and the old chorch, and

the new church going on it's been really hard

Antan Lt

L lidally mew @
! 3

vear. The 4 mew

FLONnEary

|'I.|.'I':|-. PrIERAr: school 1o be baill and & = Thdass
secondary school o

Wik Ve DT

open in Bydeoham. | think

iF] I:'I- i :|'| i r 000 s .rl'..l WE Y NOhs

moving o the next stag

I'd like {i se N i !|'.|i..:. hsing imyvolviogd il

whal goes on in the parksh. Mo praple helng

avolved and more chanee W b

Imviodvisd
Illll-l'\- |1'| |l||'ll|

L e |"-"-]-|I ure mising o ot hetier now

| rmemember thi
1§ T P

wiell ag ald Adslrallans. But aftiee

wo used o do fieatl Math

Ldub Meeling Wi Australians

APELEY NI s

wo or 1hees Mo lings Wi E'I. KV o have
fan thitte. Thers wer

1 dozen old dentities year inm and

Wi
onie Mow Ausirg ust the

sl nine o

vear out, | don’ know whether Il was our own

insularity or whether they feli they just didn'
for mix in W

think

Enow us woll enough
anough. |
And juel

understand sach othor wel
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Wie have a working e ey weokomid At the
moment we are working on the aew chorch
Aboiat two years ago woo cleared the arcae
bohind the prosbytery which was noihing bl
box thorn bushes apd robbish, We had o roses
of six feams with 12-15 mon on esch. Wi
worked for twelve months tw© clear the back
arcs and woe buill @ shed in the ground [or
oguipment used in parish maintensnce. We call
il the working bee shed. Basically the Works
Committee leoks after all the maintebdanoe
around the school and church

Thit men who worked on the ¢lassroomae ovir
Chrisimas desorve spiecial thmks rh.r:,.' divided
the hall into three classrooms and the church
into twa, There were anly aboul five or seven
men built those partitions and they workod
iviery woekend over the holidavs o do it. Then
when work atanled they came alter work each
night and worked il nine o'clock

Fhiere 18 not one wookend that Fr O Reilly or
Fr Denis, or Both, are not down at the working
bee, working with a plck and shovel for the
whole weekond., Fr Denis in particular does s
remendois amount

F'|.|.I|.l II |LI|'
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SACRED HEART SCHOOL

The school at preseni s very much in a stiuie of
physical change. We have four schools on our
site. at the moment ourselves, the new
Secondary school, the Hesurrection Parish
School and Kealba Parish School.

Probably while we're in a stole of physical
change il B a good time o look ot the idooas
behind whal we do and how we do §

It takes fime o gel toachers iogether and o
tilk through now idoas. Also there are theo
parenis and their ideas and what they want We
are in the very sarly stages of doveloping a
clear policy that paronts and leachers acocepl
We believe that the co-operallon of teachers,
students and poarents will resull in  the
establishment of common goals

It's aot good enough that the students learn
rrading and maths and so on. Right from the
start, wie have to wach them alsa o apply what
théy know to the life they lead. so that thiy
make @ meaninglul contribulion o socicty

A catholic school needs o be differeni from
any other school and | think  nends o be

differcnt In  lorms
contribute a8 @
coimmnity.

of proparing a child fo
Christian  tn a Christian

john Kennedy

In teaching religion al Sacred Heari School we
are alming fo hT—-I[l thie studenits bulld up &
personal reletionship with God, At the same
time wo Tl in with the parish activities so they
see themselves a3 growing o faih 0 oa
community, We don’t come o God on our own
but in the church, with others

We leachers have 4 hig fosponsibility o be
more and more living the faith ourselves. it
dorsn’t matter how good our programs are if
war are not living I Wa have one stuff mesting
a month pul aside for Religious Education, In a
few weeks we'll be going on @ stall weskend
This s a currioulum  dovelopment wenkend.
Chir wiorking together and planning as teachors
is part of our task of growing in co-operaticon,
mnd that's part of our job of growing in our
taith,

We encourage the childron o participate in
thi parish liturgies; We plan things al schoal 1o
get them interestod and encourage them lo go
slong. We have a lof of child invelvoment in the
school assemblics. Religion doesn’t jusi siay in
the classroom — we bring it oul o share with
others a lob At assemblies (he children
dramatize gospel stories, they sing. dance and
mima, they bring banoners and pictures they
have painted. Next weoek they sre going o
mime and dance the Easter Shory

Wi are  trying {0 improve  our
communications with parenis, to ket them know
what we are doing in Religious Edueation
We'd like parents to really know what we are
doing and for them to be aware and confldent
#0 they will alse express what they want, 'We
want @ much groater imvalvement of parents in
catechetics,

Sr Mova

5t Moya has been In St Albans since Februiry
this vear. She is |eader of the Josephite
Community atl St Albans and she teaches grade
sin, 5r Mova has a special interes! in Religious
Education and Stafl Formation. We notice that
she communicates really well with children

i




We have a Language Development Program at
the school Many of the studenis have English
o8 thoir second languoage amd ihis  means,
usually, some problems of undorstanding and
using English correctly. Of cowrse this offocis
overy aapect of school work Many students
lnck basic concepts in English

We are starting with the teachers, developing
a program thol we all share, so we are all
“‘U‘I’hlnﬂ lowards the same goal, Also, as the
ieachers share more and talk over wha they
are doing and what their probloms are, siaff
morale m going up

We are working at providing lots of enriching
experinnoes — exporiences the students share
together and can explore and in doing so they
biild up basic conce pis of language. Wi do lots
of oral work lirst. When people can oxpross
themselves in speech, they have the basis of
reading and writing. We work a lot on spoken
English as a first step, and seo reading and
wriling as lollowing this

We take a thome and build a whole series of
work around this. We develop the theme as a
focun and s source of motivatien for the
children. Onee we choose a theme we bring in
as many poople. things, films, slides and books
as we can think of W get lots of input. We see
malivating the interesl, excilemen!, curlosity
and energy of the children as vory Important
We might use excuarsions to do this. On the
tple “The Sea” we sel up a whale room as o sea
eavironmenl As well as stimulating by sights,
sounds and ohjects wi wanted 10 open up o
them the whole wordd of fantasy and
imagination. Many of our children, becayse
English is their second language and hocause of
other inlluences, have Hitle socess (0 books and
literpartuire

From the motivalion angle, we sre very
happy with our progress, Both students wnd
teachors ar very enthusiastic. It takes longer 1o
sert the effects on language development. bul
with our current level of motivation I'm very
oplimeistic

Carmel Williams

Carmel Williams came to St Albuins from
Hobarl. We have o spocial grant 10 support her

24

Poople  in
the
program and the Heglonal Consulian! from the

Language Developmen! Prograom
other ureas are very impeessed with

Catholic wystem, and consultanis from the
Education Departmen! have visited the school
o observe the program

STUDENT GROLPS
Unce the young people leave Secred Hearl
Parish School they go to a number of different
schools. We want 1o have some locus that also
draws them back inlo the parish and enables
them 1o keep up contact with cach other, The
lniders of the youlh groups ard Fr O Reilly, Fr
Denis. Sr lrone O°Shea and Miss Nora Hattye
The aim of our youth groups {Secondary
Student Groups) Is o promote the young




people’s awareness of each other dnd so h-'tp
them avain & degree of sell conflidenco
willingness and ability in mix with other people
in other age groups

The program consisis of 13 meetings, four
activity nighis and a camp. We have youtlh
Masnea barbocuss. There's a ot of
parent involvement foo, Last yvoar wi had our
camp at Lovely Banks. We hope lo have the
sarmmie this year. We include plenty of games and
oufings such as a irip o nighl foothall, as well
as meetings and discussions

discos,

Al the end of lostf year, parcats commontod
they'd notloed & big Improvement o thils
home. There mare  oo-

children ot Wik

operativeness, they wore more palite, there was
g good spirt of

give and tako

CATECHETICAL PROGRAMS
Wo have religious insiruction classos lor the
children attending government schools on
Saturday momings. About one hundred attend
On Tuesday allernoons we have a class of
childron praparing lar confirmation. Thore are
thirty five v that

Wi glve religious Instruction weekly in the
thrioo State Primary Schools at Waest and MNorth
51 Albans and Stevensville We lake all the
children, Catholié and Prolestant, in 8 common
program. Mr Colin Knox of the United
Churches &8 a member ol the Religious
Instruction Tosm. We started this last yoar ol
the inviaton of the Prncipal of one of the
schools. She asked us o give some form . ol
religlous instruction 1o all the students. She
wanted the name of God fo be brought into the
school. We went in as a feam; priests, sistors,
the Uniting Church Minister, the catechists, Wa
ke &l the children from grade thiee up. We go
into the classroom and the feachor sometimes
whaiys and somefimes leavios

We are very thrilled with this becauss a
lovely spicit  has  doviloped  between  the
trachors and oursclves and a very lovely spicit

beiwoon the children and ourselves. This is
very obvious when you mest them in the
shopping ceatre of anywhere. We share a

lunchimon with the teachers once a year

Thirty people fram St Albans and
Eesurrection Parishes are aftending o Calechist
Course al 51 Albans South, 1 lakes three yoars
o complite the course. Al the end of the third
sear the catechists are presented with a
diploma and that entithes them to leach
catechetles. The leaders of our secondary
groups and the people whom we hope will ba
involved in the Sacramental Program are
ingluded in this group

We have an increasing number of people
enrolled in this course. Their willingness o
kecp lurning up and to be prepaced o ke the
role of leader glves us hope [or the fuhire

Sr lrene (V'Shea

51 lrenie is director of the religious education
program fo children n Government schools

| Farmes wifh i roeriaes CisSes




THE SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM
Sacramiental
{uith respons & thi

loaking

he basis of our Mogram & a

search [or an  acduall

ecoplion of every sacrament. W ar

T RO e h [T e | i 1 Ferirsdn

BAPTISM
With Hapilam wi L i meaning 1 T
sicrament as & call o commitmenl The adulls
make the commltmeni for the child, Thai «
ai their own lives and

the parenis have o look

soe how they are

We hawe

;
it Lhe mianing ol

Sspending o Lol & call

an nighl where we ook

Hapitsm, and we el the

e 51 Albans Haptism program

PeireTIlE Wil

in. Parents then retorn bome o reflect on what

thelr responsa s and thelr commitmenl i
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CELEBRATION OF RECONCILIATION

The Archbishop has allowed us o use the
Third Rite of Reconciliation (the Communal
Reconcilistion Rile) al cortain times through the
yoar. We have used it particularly st Christmas
and Easter. We hove had very large crowds of
people — mostly adulls — and we've
oxperienced the healing power of God working
in a marvellous way. The parents come with
the family but they leave the little childeen at
home, so we don’t have the distractions that
children create st Sunday Mass. The silence
that falls as people pray for forgiveness, for
awareness, for love of God is very deep and
powerful.

This Rite of Reconciliation helps us all 1o
reilize that forgiveness comes from God. The
old rite had a heavy emphasis on telling sins,
which  somotimes  overshadowed  the
forgiveness of God. This rite really seems 1o
deepen people’s awareness of their sinfulness
and al the forgiveness and love of God.

The individual responsibility comes through
— but it is balanced by the community aspect.
And of course, we pray for cach other. The
Third Rite brings people back to the practice of
Confession because it helps people understand
the meaning of Conlession.

MARRIAGE

In St Albans we expeet young couples 1o put
time and effort into the spiritual proparation for
marriage. They put a lot of effort into planning
material aspects: taxis, photos, getling a house
and so on, That needs 1 be balanced.

We encourage the young couples to attend
one of the Pre-Marriage Education Courses run
by Fr Don Burnard and the Marriage Education
Institute. We feel. after they have done ihis,
they will be better propared for the big swep
they are laking.

Alter the course, we prepare the Marriage
Service with the couple. It is possible to have a

variety of readings and prayers and other
arrangements that express some of what this

particuldr couple’s love and ideals are.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
People call the priest when someone is very

wick or dying, and we give the Sacrament of
Anointing to those who are seriously sick, You
don't have to be dying to receive the sacrament,
because it is both & healing sacrament and a
preparation for death.

We have a Mass for the sick and sldorly
every  fortnight  (Sr lrene  describes it
elsewhern). Our care of the sick, by visits and
other help. goes hand in hand with the
Sacrament of Anocinting.

We intend 1o have an Anointing of the Sick at
the first of the Masses for the sick and eldurly
this year. That is, there will be group
Anointing during the Masn.

THE FEASTS

The great feasts of Christmos. Easter and
Pentocost, we celebrate as well as we can. We
believe wa should make these feasts live, and
wu should make them live in 5t Albans — with
n special $1 Albans flavour about them. We use
slides and music and other effects to express
the meaning of the feast. At Christmas time we
had Carols by Candelight in the charch. and
Midnight Mass. We were emphasizing not only
the Chrisimas story. but the meaning of
Christmas for us in -5t Albans in 1977,

For Easter, instead of the fire we moved 10 a
slide and song presentation on the theme of
light and darkness, In the new church wao will
be able to show slides, play records and use a
number  of  modern  lechniques  of
wmmunicaoiion, We have used dance n
paraliturgies to express the meaning of a [east
or 8 reading.

THE LITURGY

Fr ©'Rallly and | see the liturgy as one of the
mos! important aspects of parish life. The
liturgy teaches people their faith. The liturgy
brings asbout @& deepening of faith,
understanding and commitment.

Wo have a co-operation botween the Sunday
liturgy and the preparatien for  First
Communion and First Confession. The First
Communion children make a profession of
faith to the community st Mass. The Firsl
Confession children made a pledge of brotherly
love. The litle children are leading us. Maybe
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Hopes

I hope thal thi people have the same foeling
about the new church as 1 think we had about
the old. 1t got to be o home [rom home for us,
The church. the school buildings. the old hall
and all those places. Even though you might not
s some poople for ages and ages (lots of
people got in the habit of going W one
particular Mass and if you went lo another. you
mightn't see them for six or twelve months,
unlisss mayhbe the lete came along) you alwaye
had the fecling thit this was o real family
corner. | feel that if the new church can carey
on thal same feeling among the parishloners it
will be wonderful,

Mra Froeland

When people look &t & church or visit i, they
are il active. They judge their expericnoe by
the time they put ih or what they get out of iL
There is litle idep of reflection,

| would hope that looking at the church or
enlering it, people would become aware of the
quietness or alillness, and feel in thal quielgess
and stillness, God's Spirit moving through their
lives.

When we look at the church, it should make
us reflect, ‘lesus (s the basis of my life’

The church is the setting for so many family
Eucharists. for marriages. Baptisms,  first
communlons — all the great events of life, It
also riminds us of our death. 1 ceminds us we
have to let go of things. We have 1o let God take
over. Il wi find resurrection in our lives. Il the
church is helping me find a new crostion,
crealing mey | don't fear,

Fr O'Reilly

| would like o see the media and Roal Estate
Agents prepared o sell land In St Albans and
call it S1 Albans. not call it Keilor. 51 Albans is
a good place,

No one scema o realize thal we've done here
what couldn’t be done anywhere olse The
migrants came from all over Europe. from

i

cointries thal werg at war, and they setiled
bore puncefully, For years there were o police
in 5t Albans and no disturbance,

People gt the idea 5t Albans was not a good
place to live. That was basically an anti-Now
Ausiralian prejudice on the part of the press.

Fr Reis

My idoa of a parish is o community of people
working logether. living together, helping each
other, Tt would be a magnified family. People
would share all sorts of things, maybe their
knowledge or their skills — how to do motor
repairs. or find a good lawyer. or assess your
insurance needs, Wi've doae some of this in 51
Albans and we've done work on educstion and
op teaching the developments of Vatican 11,

Mark Eitterschlagor

| hope that the young people the sisters have
taugh! would come back o us if they needed
our help in the future | would like them io
havi faith and trost in us

I hope the young people in our groups will
become guod cilizens of S1 Albans 1 hope
theyll develop Christian attitudes and take
these attitudes into society,

I hope for & community spirit in St Albans,
that people would have faith and trust in cach
other. That they would ask for help and get
hitlp.

Sr lrene ('Shea

One of the most important things we have to
look at within the parish is the youth of the
parish. We seem o lose them. As soon as these
kids gel W eighteen they got o motor car and
theyre off. You cant hold them. I'd like
somchow 1o be ahle o keep the involvement
and interest of the youth,

| think we noed some person as & youth
leadur, 1o be trained ax & youth leader and they
should be tralned and paid for by the council of
Kuilor.

We dre looking for leadership in the parish
Wo need people who are really able o lead.
because the time will come when we mightn't
have @ priest. There's got to be people in a
position to lake over, 10 load the parish. Some



men are born with o astural sbility o load. 1
think the church is going w have to sorl oul
men within a parish and take them i hand and
train them for leadership work. And this will
have w boe done through the cathodral

Terry Mochon

Wi need more suppart for the roligious, for the
nuns and priests. There are not enough poople
really suppoarting lhe thing. There should be &
ol more people really invalved. We definiely
have two terrific Ioodors, Fr Deois and Fi
O Railly. bui the parish s (oo hig for just two
lizad s

Anton Lltri

Some poople, when thoy came o Ausiralia
found it a paradise. They could get land, &
house, o car — things they never dreamed of
Bome people waniisd o make up the years they
had lost. There was a  big iemplation 1o
materialiam, Possession and materislism havi o
magnelic attraction, bul they dieaden o person

ol

down, The guality of life s just not there, The
person bocomes 4 mobol. When thelr lfe =
over, dll they can look back on b work and
sieep. IU's not worth it. We need a better vision
of file

Mark Linerschlagier

In the time I've been iavolved in St Albans,
there have heen many vistons ol eatablishing a
ol Albans communily, bot AeviE
schioved it yet

Wi i

It's achievable but there have lo be encough
pooph who are pripared 1o sscrifioe o fair bit
b gt it 1f thie school ean build ap the spirit of
co-operation this spicit can spremd right through
the parish, rather than trying o start from just
one litle growgp,

Il we jusi seg thoe church as
buillding, and when i's finished there's no
dilference between whal we had belore and
whi! we have now, then there's something
Winhg

i ph\. sicnl

John Kennedy
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AChallenge

The challenge we face is to be reminders,
living reminders of Christ. To be that, we
must be prophets, who. by our living, point
our people in a new direction and guide
them into unknown lerritory,

Our hope for the future is always built on
our memorios. Among the best things we
can give sach other is good memories. Our
memories are our blue prints for the future,
We become our memories, and we chooso
whether to re-creale the best or the worst of
those memories,

Our memories enable us 1 move
forward, faithful to the vision we have been
given. We can choose to leave the land of
sluvery, 1o hear the call of freedom, to move
to the promised land that is still shead of
us. In St Albans. the vision that the
founders of this parish struggled for still
lies ahead of us. We still need 1o struggle 1o
E:I'l:lﬂt'e the community of true followers of

rist.

What will bring us o our "Promised
Land?" It will be our involvement in cach
other's lives. The family s specially
important; when we work o creale good
family 1life. we are asccepling our
respansibility to the total community. Lel us
check and sece whether we are pulting
things before people and God. When we
put our faith in possessions, family life
suffers. Our involvement In God's family
centres around a vital liturgy, This is
source of renewal and strength for us.

If wet want 0 be really living memaories
of Christ, the word of Cod must be
engraved on our hearts. It must become our
Nesh and blood. For this to happen we must
be loyal in our attendance at Mass, 1o
prayer in the home, to helping each other
and serving the community.

If we are to have a real Christian
Community we must decide to share the

az

burden of leadership. Many people have
gifts of loadership in different areas which
thiy can devielop.

Parents [ace a special challenge in the
upbringing and religious education of their
children. Remember, your children were
baptised into your faith. The school also
needs your loyally, vour help and co-
operation.

The youth too, face & challenge. Christ
comes to all and for all. We all have o part
lo play in Building his Kingdom. The
church needs the youth for their excilement
and daring, for thoir now ideas and
freshness. For youth, being Christian
means also being a leader in your own
groups, To be that you need to have an
appreciation af your own faith and your
own parents — whai they have done and
still do and are. The church will continue if
the youth are prepared to make similar
sacrifices 1o those their parents have made.

The religious and priests have a
challenge in that they are the professionals
in the parish. You have special advantages
of education and a special commitment.
You bear the prime responsibility 1o be
ministers and bearers of Christ’s message
throughout every day and every action in
your service of others,

The leachers have accepted the role of
bringing Christ 10 young lives and
educating them for life. To approach this
task responsibly., you must find within
voursell the answer to this question: what
kind of Christ-cenired person-teacher am 17

To everyone: your part is essential. Your
presence and support has a special place in
God's family.

In 25 years lime, what will the judgement
bo on Sacred Heart Parish, 1078, Will they
give thanks for the dreams and hopes we
had, and the way we struggled to make
them come true? Or will they ask: Whatever
happened 1o the dream?

Fr John O Reilly




From many homelands,
following different paths,
living many stories,

with joy and suffering,
struggling and waiting,
Jearing and hoping,

we have come together,
to work, to play,

ro share, 10 pray.

fo live, to forgive, A
fe remember. to celebrate,
and to acknowledge Jesus
as Lord of our lives, ,k} A
FEord of our stories.

We are a new people

valuing the richness of the old
and looking forward to the future |
we are building mow.

We are the Sacred Heart Parish, St Albans.
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