
GEOFFREY HEAVISIDE: COMMUNITY ACTIVIST, 

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE LEADER 

  

Geoffrey Frederick Heaviside was enrolled in the 

Albion State School in the early fifties and had the 

distinction of being the "best boy" of class 2A in 1952. 

He was one of the inaugural students at St Albans High 

School when it started in 1956. His father was also an 

inaugural member because he was on the school's first 

Advisory Committee and stayed involved up to and 

during 1958. Geoff was in Form 3A and a library 

assistant in 1958 but is not included in the school 

magazine for 1959, so presumably he left about that 

time. 

Geoff enrolled at the Footscray Institute of Technology 

for a Certificate in Accountancy. He then went on to take an apprenticeship in Fitting 

and Machining and became the top apprentice of the four-year course. His work with 

ICI Australia was between 1960 and 1972 and he served in Mechanical Development 

and Purchasing and Supply Management. 

Between 1973 and 1997 Geoff was the Director and Senior Social Worker of the 

Sunshine Christian Community Services. He developed and managed a community 

based welfare service including an extensive financial counselling service. He sat on 

many local and state coordinating committees, including the National Consumer 

Affairs Advisory Council to which he was appointed in 1977 - he even received a 

letter of congratulations from John Howard, who was the Federal Minister for 

Business and Consumer Affairs at the time. 

In 1981 Geoff was backing the Victorian Council of 

Social Services' call against the austerity measures 

being proposed by the Federal Government's "Razor 

Gang" and urging action to review the "Henderson 

Poverty Line".   

Between 1997 and 2015 he was the Director and 

International Health Educator of the Brimbank 

Community Initiatives group. A long list of his 

professional affiliations is listed below. After retiring 

from the full-time workforce he continued his volunteer 

work as a viral disease epidemiologist. 

Geoff attended the St Albans High School's fortieth anniversary celebrations in 1996 

and provided the following documents about his background:  



 

 
Geoff Heaviside (left) at ICI, circa 1970s. 

 
Geoff Heaviside (left) and committee colleagues, date unknown. 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 
Geoff Heaviside and classmates, Form 1D, St Albans High School's inaugural year, 1956. 

 

 
Geoff Heaviside (right) and 1956 classmates, 2006 Reunion. 



 

Geoff Heaviside, 2015. 


